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Introduction 

Instead of the hostile environment, what I discovered 

was they actually wanted to talk about racism and how 

their lives are controlled by this issue in Northern 

Ireland. The way they do things, how they interact with 

other young people, and how their daily lives unfold.  

It can be difficult for them to talk about this with their 

parents as they felt it would be another burden to them. 

The conversations I had with the children and young 

people felt very raw. I wasn't ready for it. This is home 

for all of us now, yet many don't feel at home. 
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Friday 
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Group Contract 
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The Issues 

It highlights the need for relationship building with 

police and that training for police is required. It was 

viewed that they look at them as black children causing 

trouble and therefore there is little to no confidence in 

police being viewed as adults that will help. 



 
 
 
 

Through the eyes of young migrants – Sipho Sibanda - SCI Fellowship 
 Page 6 

The conversation we had as a group felt therapeutic. 

The question we have now is, what do we do about what 

we heard? 

How can we as a society make this not so inclusive 

place be inclusive enough for our children to call it their 

home? 
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What the young people want 
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Team building 

Some reflected that they had new intentions and had 

found new friendships during the residential. 

Reconnecting with each other after Covid was a theme 

for some. Some had never been on a residential, so did 

not know what to expect, but had enjoyed the 

experience. 

 

Sunday 
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Reflections and recommendations 

Next steps 
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